
 

 

Dear Dilowar and Shaynul, 

 

I trust this finds you well. Yesterday, we become aware that Mufti Ismail Menk was being 

promoted to be appearing at the London Muslim Centre (not ELM) on 15 November as part 

of a nationwide tour, organised by the Tower Hamlets-based organisation, Tayyibun.  

 

Mufti Ismail Menk recently said that gay people are worse than “animals” and 

believes consenting gay sex is as bad as “rape”. A video and full story is 

here http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2013/11/05/saudi-cleric-who-says-consenting-gay-sex-is-as-

bad-as-rape-due-to-visit-uk-universities/ 

 

We believe his presence in the borough is an incitement to hatred, and will be a source 

of community tension. It specifically makes LGBT Muslims particularly vulnerable to 

forms of domestic and sexual abuse, hate crime and forced marriage.  
 

This is not an issue of religious freedom. The manner of the language used, in explicit 

terms, dehumanises an entire section of the population.   
 

It also blurs the line between consensual (sexual) activity, and rape and sexual violence; 

whether directed towards a woman or a man, such unsavoury sentiments are 

completely unacceptable.  
 

Under the terms of the No Place for Hate Pledge we were planning to formally request you 

join with other venues and withdraw support for this speaker.  

 

Yesterday evening, it was being reported that the tour was cancelled.  

 

You will appreciate, because of the many discussions we have shared in recent years, that the 

fact that the LMC was associated with such a speaker has the potential to be very damaging 

to the cause of united, cohesive community relations.  

 

Consequently we're writing this letter, which we are making public, to seek formal 

clarification on some key matters. These provide you with an opportunity to reduce the 

impact of this event, and help ensure such events never happen again.  

 

Please confirm the following: – 

a) that the event at the LMC has also been cancelled.  

b) that if not, you will abide by the No Place for Hate pledge and put a stop to it.   

c) that you will not accept a booking from such a speaker again.  

d) that you agree with us in relation to speakers who dehumanise and demean, and who blur 

the line on sexual violence. 

 

In 2011,  when dealing with the 'gay free zone' stickers spread by Islamists in the borough, 

you gave a public assurance that you would be vetting all speakers and events in the future. 

At the time we requested sight of your vetting procedure. That was never supplied.  

 

e) Once again, we request sight of precisely what your vetting procedures are, and to review 

with you how this could have happened, again.   
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f) What exactly is the relationship of LMC with Tayyibun? 

 

g) Given the brutal views of this speaker whom you had at least intended to host, what 

assurances can you give to LGBT people participating in cross-community events, that they 

are welcome at the LMC? 

 

We would urge you to respond in a timely fashion, as soon as possible please.  
We would welcome a meeting at your earliest convenience. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

  

 

 

Jack Gilbert,  

Chair, Rainbow Hamlets 

 
 


